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Year 1 Phonics Screening 
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The phonics screening check is designed to confirm whether children have learnt phonic decoding to the designated standard. It will identify children who need extra help to improve their decoding skills. The screening does not indicate if pupils are ‘reading for meaning’.

All children in Year 1 in the school year 2015-2016 must take the screening check. Children in Year 2 must also take the check if they did not meet the required standard in Year 1 or have not taken it before.   

Most children are expected to be able to access the phonics screening check. However the headteacher can decide that a child should not take part if they have not shown any understanding of grapheme-phoneme correspondences. Before a final decision is made parents would be told why their child is not being assessed and how we are helping the child to learn to decode using phonics. 

The screening check will be taken during early June. If your child is absent during that week they will undertake the screening sometime before the final week in June. 

The screening check will be administered on a one to one basis by the class teacher. The phonics screening check score will be reported to parents by the end of the summer term with an indication of whether the child has met the standard. It is the school’s aim for this to form part of the annual written report to parents. 

End of Key Stage 1 National Curriculum Assessment

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: C:\Users\sm\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\EI4FNEM8\MC900357981[1].wmf]Teacher Assessment continues to be the main focus for end of Key Stage 1 (KS1) assessment and reporting. Although teacher’s judgements are based on a broad range of evidence, this year there will be assessment tests in Reading, SPaG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) and Maths, to guide them with those judgements. There are two papers for reading; the first being a combined text and question paper and the second which has questions separate from the text. The Maths test will consist of five aural questions, followed by an Arithmetic paper and then one which focusses on Mathematical Reasoning. The outcomes of the new tests will be provided in the form of scaled scores, where a score of 100 represents the standard expected at the end of the key stage. There is no task or test for writing, but teachers will use the new Teacher Assessment Exemplification materials to help make accurate judgements. Teachers will assess children on a range of work from their English and Curriculum books. Science will be assessed by following the General Guidance from the new National Curriculum (September 2014) 

How can you help?

[image: j0435039[1]]There are a number of ways you can work on English and Maths concepts at home that will help your child in the classroom, which in turn will give them the knowledge to achieve the target level for their age group. Do talk to the class teacher about targets for your child and the steps they will need to take to achieve them.

Reading frequently to, and with, your child helps develop vital skills needed to engage with literature for enjoyment, as well as academically. Talking about stories, characters and settings will enable children to develop opinions and think about texts in different ways. For further information on how to support your child with reading, please see the ‘Supporting Your Child’s Reading’ booklet. 

Resources and activities:

Websites such as www.oxfordowl.co.uk provide lots of free, online ebooks for children to read featuring familiar characters from their books at school.

www.Phonicsplay.co.uk  and www.familylearning.co.uk  offer free online games for children to practise the sounds they learn in phonics sessions at school. 

Involving children in maths activities whilst out shopping, driving and in everyday situations at home help them to see the relevance of skills they learn. Weighing ingredients for cooking, counting out money, sorting items in shopping baskets and number plate games are all fun ways for children to practise their number skills. www.maths-games.org  is a great website with a variety of games for children to use independently or with an adult. 
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